educational visits

what will happen on the day?
Visits start at 10am and finish by 2:30pm (unless other times are agreed beforehand).

Arrival: Once you arrive at Puxton Park please make your way to reception and let
the staff know your group has arrived. If you have booked an educational session
the education officer will meet your group and take you to your designated room
to leave your bags. You will receive an information pack which includes maps, a
timetable for the day, stickers and discount vouchers for the children. The children
will then be greeted, told of the activities planned for the day and given a quick
health and safety talk to remind everyone of the main points. After a toilet stop the
group will head into the park for their education session.
If you have booked an independent visit, a park ranger will take you to your
designated room and give you an information pack. After this you are free to
explore the park.

Lunch: Lunch will be around 12pm, although with larger groups this may be
delayed as activities can take longer to complete. Most schools eat inside in their
designated room; however some choose to sit outside on the grass by the bouncy
pillow. Please do not eat lunch in the animal areas, the Meadows restaurant or
McPuxtons cafe. If you have pre-ordered lunch boxes, ice creams or fruit drinks the
education officer will show you where to collect them. Teachers should ensure that
all children have washed their hands before going for lunch.
Afternoon: After lunch your group will be free to explore the park independently.
You have access to the whole park including the indoor and outdoor play areas
and the animal zone. Remember that children should be with an adult at all times.
Please ensure you leave plenty of time for children to wash their hands before
departing for the day.
This plan is for one class of students. If you are bringing two classes, one class will
have the education session in the morning and free time in the afternoon. The other
class will have this timetable reversed, with free time in the morning, followed by
the education session in the afternoon.

Puxton Park
Cowslip Lane
Hewish
Weston-s-Mare
N. Somerset BS24 6AH
tel: 01934 523500
email: education@puxton.co.uk
www.puxton.co.uk

about our farm:

educational activities:

Set within 40 acres of rolling Somerset countryside, our family-run farm park allows
you to explore, learn and have great fun. Puxton Park was awarded the Quality
Rose Marque for the third year running by Visit England, and is recognised as a
high quality venue offering hours of endless entertainment all year around. We
believe in combining fun and education, and that getting up close to our wonderful
animals it the best possible way to learn.

Mini-beast Madness:

Our dairy farm currently has around 250 Holstein and Jersey cows, and a milking
parlour with viewing areas for the public. We also have other farm animals
including pigs, goats and sheep, and exotics such as reindeer and alpacas which
encourage children to learn about farming in other countries. The conservation
area and large ponds are home to many magnificent mini-beasts. Children will
also have the opportunity to see rabbits, guinea pigs, tortoises and more in our
Animal Encounters. There is also plenty of time for children to let off steam on our
trampolines, bouncy pillow and indoor play barn.
We understand that the learning objectives of each group will vary and that the
structure of your day is important to you. Therefore we have plenty of options for
schools to choose from. We can accommodate groups of between 20 and 70
children. Each activity is designed for around 30 children. If your school is bringing
two classes, one will do the activities in the morning, and the other will have an
afternoon session.

In this session children will learn what a mini-beast is and experience a petting
session with our stick insects and hissing cockroaches. They will go to the
conservation area with bug pots to catch and identify local mini-beasts. Children
will learn why mini-beasts are important and as a team they will build a lovely bug
hotel. With adult supervision the children will go pond dipping and discover which
mini-beasts live below the water.

Fantastic Farming:

In this session children will visit our milking parlour to learn about the life of a dairy
cow. They will see the milking system up close and discover how our herd are
milked. Children will go on a tour of the farm to meet our farm animals and learn
which food comes from which animal. Join us behind the scenes on a tractor ride
to our dairy barns, where you can see pregnant cows and young calves. They will
also learn about the breeds in our herd, and what happens to the milk we produce.

Habitats and Adaptations:

In this session children will learn what a habitat is and explore different habitats and
the animals that live there. At the pond they will go pond dipping and discover which
animals live below the water. Meet the reindeer and learn how they are adapted
to live in their polar habitat. Children will explore a woodland habitat and find out
which animals live in the tree tops and on the forest floor. A petting session with our
rabbits and guinea pigs will teach children about urban habitats and the animals
that may live in our towns.

Independent Visit:

We realise that not all schools will want a formal, structured day and may prefer
to do their own activities. An independent session is an excellent opportunity for
schools to explore the park and make use of our educational signage. Please note,
as this is an independent visit the education officer will not accompany your group
around the park.

prices and ratios:
Children:		
Adults:
Extra adults:
Carers:

£3.50 each
free as per ratios below
£3.50 each
free (must provide relevant identification)

Please note we cater for a minimum of 20 children and a maximum of 70 children
per visit.
Reception ratio:
4:1
Years 1- 3: 		
6:1
10:1
Years 4 - 6:
An invoice will be sent out once the booking has been confirmed. This will need to
be paid at least a week before your visit.
All teachers are entitled to a free preliminary visit. Please inform the education
officer of your intended visit day so that the reception team can be notified to let
you in for free.

how to book your trip:
To book an educational visit please complete the booking form and email to
education@puxton.co.uk. You can also pre-book extras such as ice creams,
lunchboxes and fruit drinks. It is essential to pre-book these items so that we can
ensure there is enough stock available for your school.
Once the form has been completed the education officer will contact you to discuss
the booking and create a timetable for the day which is suitable for your group.
When the booking has been confirmed you will receive a confirmation email
detailing the timetable of activities and confirming the total price. You will also be
sent an invoice which must be paid at least a week before your visit.

